THE RIOTS OF 1749

to the same place was conveyed, "under a strong guard,"
a man who kept an alehouse in the Beaufort Buildings,
charged with commanding, aiding, and abetting men at a
neighbouring wharf to steal great quantities of coals, know-
ing them to be stolen. To Newgate went Mary Anthony
and Mary Batty for assaulting Elizabeth Coxen on the
highway, and taking her straw hat and a lace handkerchief;
Catherine Butler for assaulting and wounding one of her
own sex in head and throat with a case-knife; John Cropley
for falsifying accounts; Thomas Pady on suspicion of
breaking into a dwelling-house and taking coin; Joseph
Mottley alias Dowdle for rescuing from custody a man who
had just picked a gentleman's pocket of a handkerchief;
and James Jewell, a sailor, for stealing from a jeweller in
New Street, Covent Garden, a gold ring, though he left
behind a brass one in its place.

Amid these sordid surroundings, Fielding had settled
with his family by the first week of December, 1748. The
court room was on the ground floor, where his clerk, Field-
ing says, sat " almost sixteen hours in the twenty-four, in
the most unwholesome as well as nauseous air in the uni-
verse. '' Nor was there long escape from that fetid atmos-
phere for the justice himself. He might retire to his private
apartments, but even when there he was subject to call at
any time for counsel or to order a commitment. Since the
birth of his son William, his family had been increased by
a daughter Mary Amelia, baptized on January 6, 1749;*
and there was living with him his unmarried half-brother
John, born in 1721f of General Fielding's second marriage,
whom he greatly loved for his character and the misfortune
of having been totally blind since the age of nineteen. The
two brothers were inseparable. A week before the publica-
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